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From the Coordinator 
 
A look at Christmas: 
 
The word for Christmas in late Old English is 
Cristes Maesse, the Mass of Christ, first found 
in 1038, and Cristes-messe, in 1131. In Dutch 
it is Kerst-misse, in Latin Dies Natalis, whence 
comes the French Noël, and Italian Il natale; in 
German Weihnachtsfest, from the preceding 
sacred vigil. (Catholic Encyclopedia) 
 
Looking back to my own childhood Jesus was 
too often only a footnote in the hustle and 
bustle of the holiday season. I was much more 
preoccupied as an 8 year old with obtaining a 
Sega Genesis video game system than I was 
remembering that our Savior, Jesus, was born 
in a manger. The Christmas season, as far as 
my 8-year-old mind was concerned, started the 
day after Thanksgiving and lasted until 
Christmas morning. There was anticipation – 
but an anticipation of receiving gifts instead of 
giving to others and preparing for Jesus’ 
coming.  
 
When we look at the liturgical calendar though, 
Christmas does not begin until the vigil mass 
on the eve of the Nativity of our Lord. The 
week after the Feast of Christ the King until 
Christmas is Advent – a period of the year 
where we use purple – a sign of repentance, 
just as we use purple in Lent. Christmas then 
lasts from the vigil mass on December 24th 
through January 13 (the Baptism of the Lord).  

 
 

By January 13 Christmas is usually the furthest 
of anything in our mind. As Catholics we do not 
celebrate only one day of Christmas, but three 
whole weeks of Christmas. How cool is that! I 
would encourage you, as families with young 
children to hold off on the Christmas season 
celebration until the Christmas season actually 
begins in the Church. And example of this 
would be to set up a table with an advent 
wreath and candles, but do not put the 
Christmas tree up until December 24th. As a 
family consider reading the daily mass 
readings if you are unable to attend daily 
mass. They are available online or you can 
purchase a Daily Roman Missal in any Catholic 
bookstore. 
 
May the Lord bless you and your family this 
holiday season. Continue to “Grow in the Light 
of God’s Word”! 
 

Adam Janke 
 
 

 

Catholic Saint Skits 
 
Our 9th Grade Confirmation class students are 
putting together short skits on the lives of 
Catholic saints who died for their faith. The 
saint skits will take place in St. Joseph Hall on 
December 16 during our normal class time at 
3:30-5:00PM. We welcome all who would like 
to join us – especially parents, siblings and 
sponsors. 
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Her Amazement at Her Only Child 
Karol Wojtyla 

(Pope John Paul II) 
1920 - 2005 

 
Light piercing, gradually, everyday events; 
a woman’s eyes, hands 
used to them since childhood. 
Then brightness flared, too huge for simple days,  
and hands clasped when the words lost their space. 
 
In that little town, my son, where they knew us together, 
you called me mother; but no one had eyes to see 
the astounding events as they took place day by day. 
Your life became the life of the poor 
in your wish to be with them through the work of your 

hands. 
 
I knew: the light that lingered in ordinary things, 
like a spark sheltered under the skin of our days- 
the light was you; 
it did not come from me. 
 
And I had more of you in that luminous silence 
than I had of you as the fruit of my body, my blood. 

 
 

 
 

Poetry 
"Poetry may make us from time to time a little more aware of the deeper, unnamed 
feelings which form the substratum of our being, to which we rarely penetrate; for our 
lives are mostly a constant evasion of ourselves." T.S. Elliot 

 

Christmas Break 
 

 
 

There will be no  
Religious Education Classes from December 23 – 

January 9. Classes resume January 13. 
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All youth at St Mary’s are welcome to 
help us design the new St. Mary 
Williamston website. Our next 
meetings will be December 9 and 
December 16 at 5:15-6:30 PM in the 
St. Mary School library.  
 
Please plan on joining us! 


