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From the Coordinator
Thank you for a wonderful year! This summer newsletter contains all the information you need to know for
upcoming summer events as well as for our Religious Education Program next year. It has been a joy
working with our families and children this year.

Adouwn Janke
Coordinator of Religious Education
May Crowning

May crowning takes place for the entire Religious Education Program on Wednesday, May 7 at 6:45 PM.
Please bring the whole family! There will be no class the night of May Crowning. Instead families should
simply go to the church for the liturgy. Children should bring a flower to place in a vase at Mary’s feet
during the coronation.

Vacation Bible School

This year VBS will be from August 4 — 7, 8:45 AM — 12:00 PM. If you are interested in volunteering for VBS,
please email our office letting us know about your interest. Be sure to include your phone number. We will
contact you as soon as we start our formal planning. Members of the youth group are especially
encouraged to volunteer. Anyone who helps at VBS the whole week will fulfill their service hours for the
year.

Next Year

If you are interested in serving as a volunteer for our REP program next year, please contact our office. We
will be looking to fill open spots in different grade levels. We will also need substitute teachers, office
facilitators, and day care volunteers. Comprehensive training is provided in the fall to all new and returning
catechists.




News and Notes

Exciting New Opportunities for Fall 2008 in the Religious Education Program

NEW Religious Education Times

We have listened to you about a need to change the times of our Religious Education Program. Starting
next year we will be moving the M _ gt grade Sunday classes back 15 minutes to 10:30 — 11:45 AM. This
will allow families to worship together at the 9 AM Mass without having to rush over to the school in time
for class. The Wednesday evening program is being moved back to 6:00 — 7:15 PM to accommodate
younger children who are normally in bed by 8:00-8:30. Confirmation classes will also be moved to 2:30 —
4:00 PM on Sundays.

NEW Image of God Preschool and Kindergarten Series

Next year we will be using a Catholic religion curriculum for children 3 years old through kindergarten with
the text/workbooks for each pre-school level that presents the faith in a lively, colorful manner with state
of the art graphics. The program is designed with a different textbook each for 3 year olds and 4 year olds
who will study in the same classroom.

Founded on two unifying key truths: God and creation.

Stresses the dignity of each child made in God's image.

Presents the faith in terms and activities children understand.

Each lesson includes Bible stories, "Concepts of Faith", home activities and fun workshops.
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NEW Faith and Life 1* — 8" Grade Series

“To all who wish to transmit the faith to children in schools or in the home, | recommend the Faith and Life
series as a textbook of refreshing and high quality.” - Cardinal Christoph Schoenborn

After testing this catechetical series in our 7" and 8™ grade classes this year, we are making the move to
introduce them to every grade next year. Pope Benedict XVI considers the text the best catechetical series
available today. In a time when 65% of Catholics do not attend Mass and 30% do not believe in the
Eucharist this content driven series will help parents teach their children the Catholic faith through our
Religious Education program.

The text contains
o clear, comprehensive, and exciting presentations of Catholicism tailored to different grade levels.
o emphasis on forming young people to live the Catholic faith, by balancing affective and experiential
aspects of catechesis with a systematic presentation of Catholic doctrine
0 biblically based presentations of salvation history.
0 beautiful, inspirational, and instructive art.



Emphasis on Bible Study

From Preschool to Confirmation we have listened to our parents and catechists for the need for a greater
emphasis on learning Bible Stories. Combined with the strong emphasis the catechetical series place on
scripture study, all of our younger classrooms will have a copy of A Treasury of Bible Stories that uses large,
beautiful pictures to tell timely stories in a way children can understand. Starting with 6" grade, our
students will receive a copy of the Holy Scriptures that is leather bound and compact to make it easy to
carry, study from and pray with every day.

NEW Catechist Formation Opportunities

All Catechist’s will now have the opportunity to receive full basic certification right here at St. Mary’s this
fall. Normally catechist’s are required to travel out of town to take one or two classes at a time, meaning
that only a few of our catechist’s are able to obtain the diocesan required basic certification to teach
religion. September 12-14 we will host a series of 5 classes for free for all of our catechists.

NEW Opening of the Year Assembly

We have always had a closing of the year assembly with May Crowning in the REP program, but we have
never had an opening of the school year assembly. Next fall we will begin REP by building up enthusiasm for
what we will learn about the whole year with music, stories, and more.

We have all this and more planned for the coming year for Religious Education.



